Retrieval of autobiographical memories (AMs) is important for "sense of self". Previous research and theoretical accounts suggest that working memory (WM) and semantic and phonemic fluency abilities facilitate the hierarchical search for, and reliving of past, personal events in the mind's eye. However, there remains a lack of consensus as to the nature of the relationships between these cognitive functions and the truly episodic aspects of AM. The present study therefore aimed to explore the associations between these variables in a sample with a wide range of cognitive abilities. The study incorporated a between-groups component, and a correlational component with multiple regression. Participants with Alzheimer's disease (n ¼10) and matched healthy controls (n ¼10) were assessed on measures of semantic and episodic AM search and retrieval, auditory and spatial WM, and semantic and phonemic fluency. The AD group produced less episodic AM content compared to controls. Semantic fluency predicted episodic AM retrieval independent of age effects but there were no significant relationships between measures of phonemic fluency, WM and episodic AM. The results suggest that the ability to maintain hierarchical search of the semantic knowledge-base is important for truly episodic reliving, and interventions for people with AM impairment might therefore benefit from incorporating structured, individualised external memory-aids to facilitate AM search and retrieval.
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Introduction
Autobiographical memory (AM) retrieval is thought to be a dynamic cognitive and affective process between episodic memory and self-relevant goals and beliefs (the "working self" ; Conway et al., 2004) . AMs are reconstructed, hierarchical representations of personal experiences incorporating, at the most specific level, sensory and perceptual details rather than factual accuracy (Conway, 1990) . The Constructive Model of AM (Conway and Pleydell-Pearce, 2000) proposes two methods of retrieval: generative retrieval, involving the hierarchical search of personal semantic information (semantic AM) for information relevant to a query in order to facilitate access to event-specific knowledge in episodic memory (episodic AM); and direct retrieval, where the semantic search is bypassed due to a strong association between a cue and episodic AM. The model predicts that executive control components of working memory (WM) enable hierarchical search and subsequent "reliving" of AMs to take place with evidence implicating both the phonological loop (e.g. Matuszewski et al., 2006) and the visuospatial sketchpad (e.g. Piolino et al., 2010) . When these are disrupted generative retrieval will be inefficient and may not allow for adequate specificity in accessing episodes, resulting in "over-general" AM (Sumner et al., 2011) , manifested in disproportionately semantic content of AM reproductions.
There is considerable support for the notion of a relationship between executive function and AM retrieval. For example, it has been shown that impairments to updating and inhibition in traumatic brain injury (TBI) and depression account for a significant proportion of the variance in participants' ability to continue hierarchical search of AM beyond the more general, semantic levels (Coste et al., 2010; Dalgleish et al., 2007; Ros et al., 2010) . Furthermore, Unsworth et al. (2012) showed that AM generation in healthy controls was associated with measures of executive function and WM, supporting the role of these cognitive processes in AM retrieval. 
